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13.1


CLINICAL KNOWLEDGE INSIGHTS


 


AT A GLANCE


• Rare overgrowth of skin commensal mite, Demodex cati, generally associated with underlying 


immunosuppressive or metabolic disease


• Contagious pruritic demodectic mite, Demodex gatoi


DEMODICOSIS – FELINE
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Demodex gatoi 
adult


Self induced alopecia, forelegs, 
due to Demodex gatoi


Self induced alopecia due to Demodex gatoi


: DEMODICOSIS – FELINEPATHOLOGIC IMAGE LIBRARY


WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?


DEMODEX CATI


• Alopecia


• Scaling


• Erythematous lesions


 • Most common on head


 • Ceruminous otitis


DEMODEX GATOI


• Self induced alopecia of ventrum, forelegs or hips


WHAT ELSE LOOKS LIKE THIS?


DEMODEX CATI


• Allergic skin disease with self trauma


• Otic ectoparasites


• Dermatophytosis


DEMODEX GATOI


• Difficult to distinguish from other pruritic skin diseases leading to over-grooming and self-induced 


alopecia: flea allergy, food allergy, atopic dermatitis
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13.2DEMODICOSIS - FELINE
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13.3DEMODICOSIS - FELINE


HOW DO I DIAGNOSE IT?


DEMODEX CATI


• Superficial and deep skin scrapes


DEMODEX GATOI


• Superficial skin scrapes of affected and other household cats, fecal.


• Positive response to 3 lime sulfur dips 5-7 days apart as is a diagnosis of exclusion.


• Should be ruled out prior to diagnosing “psychogenic alopecia”.


 SKIN SCRAPING VIDEOS:  ExcellenceInDermatology.com g Education Library g Videos


 SKIN SCRAPING SECTIONS:  ExcellenceInDermatology.com g Diagnostic Techniques


HOW DO I MANAGE IT?


DEMODEX CATI


• Doramectin .2-.6mg/kg SQ q 7 days.


• Lime sulfur dips 2-4% 2X/week


DEMODEX GATOI


• Lime sulfur dips 2-4% 2X/week for 4-8 weeks.


• Must treat all in contact cats.


COMMENTS


DEMODEX CATI


• Very rare and most often associated with an immunosuppressive or metabolic disease and/or 


immunomodulatory therapies


DEMODEX GATOI


• Primary clinical feature is pruritus leading to self induced ventral alopecia


• Contagious


• Only effective treatment is topical lime sulfur


• Diagnosis of exclusion made by response to topical lime sulfur
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13.4DEMODICOSIS - FELINE
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